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but the example can be extended to a host of other public offices and 
officials, whether it was new sites for the tobacco, salt, or aguardiente rents 
or a new corregidor, governor, or cabildo. This was why the neighboring 
town up the road or down river was a meaningful rival and had to be kept in 
its place or from which escape was a worthwhile risk. Additionally, it was 
the reason why local elites frequently mobilized their people against other 
local elites rather than against the Spanish and why social and class divisions 
were so long in developing and were not usually the main faultlines over 
which war was waged. "La patria chica" was a real, not an imagined, 
community that gave form and substance to hundreds of Macondos that 
stretched across Colombia and made up the essence of "la patria boba." 

As the imperial administration of the Spanish Empire unraveled all 
over Latin America, it set the stage for the struggles of the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries between Centralists and Federalists and Conservatives and 
Liberals. Much of this came from the bureaucratic, political, and social 
legacies of the Spanish Empire. Whatever the case for this or that explana
tion for independence, Earle's book makes for a lucid end to the colonial 
period and an excellent opening on the national era. 

Maurice P. Brungardt 
Department of History 

Loyola University 
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